[953 





VoL. II 
No. 3 


PUBLISHED BY THE NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
Greater New York Branch of the ACLU 


( W/ LAW LIBRARY 
, -JUb 6 ool954. 





JANUARY 
1954 





NYCLU LUNCHEON-CONFERENCE TO BE HELD FEB. 6; 
“CIVIL LIBERTY: RIGHT OR PRIVILEGE?” IS THEME 


“Civil Liberty: Right or Privilege?” will be the 
theme of the second annual luncheon and conference 
of the New York Civil Liberties Union. The event, to 
be held on Saturday, February 6, 1954, at the Henry 
Hudson Hotel, will feature as the luncheon speaker 
Herblock, nationally known editorial cartoonist whose 
work appears locally in the New York Post. 


Two Panels to Follow Luncheon 


Similar to the annual meetings of the ACLU held 
prior to the inception of the NYCLU, the luncheon 
will be followed in the afternoon by two panel discus- 
sions which will be concluded by a joint report of both 
groups. Under discussion in the panels will be the 
following topics: 


Subversion in Education 


I. Who Shall Determine the Fitness of a Teacher and 
How? Chaired by Professor Charles Siepmann, the 
panel will include the following participants: Dr. Har- 
old Taylor, President of Sarah Lawrence College; Pro- 
fessor Clark Byse, of the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School; and Dr. Lewis Webster Jones, President 
of Rutgers University. The main heading will cover the 
following subdivisions: are “subversive” teachers a real 
problem?; is this a matter for the Congress to investi- 
gate, or is it best handled by the administrations of the 
individual institutions?; what about teachers who plead 
the Fifth Amendment?; what about external pressures 
to discharge “controversial” teachers? 


Limits of Amendments | and V 


Il. What are the Proper Limits to the Protections of 
the First and Fifth Amendments? Among the panelists 
in this session will be Telford Taylor, attorney and au- 


thor; John Harlen Amen, former. Assistant Attorney 
General of New York State and member of the Federal 
Loyalty Review Board until its dissolution in 1953; and 
Professor Ralph S. Brown, of the Yale University Law 
School. The panel, which will be chaired by Judge 
Dorothy Kenyon, will consider the following questions: 
what about the immunity proposals of Attorney General 
Brownell and others?; has the assertion of comnstitu- 
tional immunity endangered national security?; have 
the constitutional privileges been abused? 
(continued on page 2) 





HERBLOCK, CARTOONIST, TO SPEAK AT TUNGIEON 


Herbert Lawrence 
Block (Herblock), 
the NYCLU’s lunch- 
eon speaker at its an- 
nual conference on 
February 6, has been 
the editorial cartoon- 
ist for the Washing- 
ton Post since 1945. 
His work is now syn- 
dicated in approxi- 
mately 150 newspa- 
pers throughout the 
country. 

Block’s literary suc- 
cess, “The Herblock 
Book,” a compilation of his cartoons with accompanying 
text, received nation-wide acclaim. Among the comments 
it evoked are the following: CARL SANDBURG: “In this 
book you hear the keen talk of an artist, a wit and 
philosopher, one of the brightest figures on the Ameri- 


(continued on page 2) 





Washington Post Photo 
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CONFERENCE (continued from page 1) 

Both the luncheon and the panel sessions will be 
open to the public. Invitations and reservation cards 
will be sent to the NYCLU membership and to ACLU 
members residing in southern Connecticut and northern 
New Jersey. Admission for the luncheon and the after- 
noon sessions combined will be $5, for the afternoon 
panels alone $1. Members and friends are requested 
to make their reservations early to avoid last minute 
confusion. 


HERBLOCK (continued from page 1) 

can scene”; ERIC SEVAREID: “Herblock is pure joy. He 
is also the most powerful and effective political com- 
mentator in the United States”; ARCHIBALD MACLEISH: 
“Herblock is a masterful satirist of this curious time. . . 
one of the principal defenders of the Republic”; ELMER 
Davis: “Herblock makes just as much sense in his 
prose as he does in his cartoons, and that says much.” 
Published in 1952, the book received the Sidney Hill- 
man Award the following year. 

In addition to the Hillman Award, Block has been 
the recipient of the following honors: National Head- 
liners Award, 1940; Pulitzer Prize, 1942; American 
Newspaper Guild Award, 1947; Sigma Delta Chi 
Awards, 1949, 1950, and 1951; Heywood Broun 
Award, 1950; American Veterans Committee Civil 
Rights Award, 1949. 

Prior to joining the staff of the Washington Post, 
Block was associated with the Newspaper Enterprise 
Association and the Chicago Daily News. 





NYCLU BOARD ELECTS BALLON 


Charles Ballon, senior partner of the law firm 
of Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, has been 
elected to the Board of Directors of the NYCLU 
to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of 
Robert P. Gottlieb. 

A graduate of Columbia College and Columbia 
University’s Law School, Ballon is a specialist in 
corporation law and labor relations. He prepared 
the NYCLU’s briefs on exclusion of the public 
from the trial of Minot F. Jelke. 

During World War II, Ballon served as a mem- 
ber of the General Staff Corps. 














REPORT FROM COUNSEL 
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BELL: The New York Court of Appeals has upheld) 
the NYCLU in the Bell case, involving the con- | as th 
stitutionality of New York State’s Loitering Law.* O: 


In this case, Bell and four other defendants were | can | 
waiting in a railroad station, and it was proved that | toget 
they had not taken a train and were not planning to | see p 
do so. When they were questioned by a policeman, who | In 


asked them what they were doing in the station, they | tunit 
stated that they had just arrived. | part 
forur 


The NYCLU attacked the law as completely uncon- | 
stitutional. It also contended that the law was applied | more 
discriminately against the defendants, all Negroes, since Su 
they were the only people in the railroad station who | wher 
were molested or asked about their presence there by a | finan 
police officer. attacl 


The Court, affirming the Nassau County Court's re- | 0844 
versal of the defendants’ conviction by the City Court 1. 
of Long Beach, interpreted the law to mean that in| 2. 
addition to proving that a loitering took place, it must 
also appear that the accused failed to give an explana- 
tion indicating that he was not a trespasser. Two mem- 3, 
bers of the seven-member Court, although concurring, 
held the opinion that this definition of the law still, | , 
renders it obscure and that it is, therefore, unconstitu- proba 
tional. They stated: ae a 


“We find no reasonably clear meaning for the lan- | bers t 
guage: ‘unable to give satisfactory explanation of his| on a 
presence.’ When is the explanation to be given and to) | q 
whom? Who is to be satisfied? Is the offense complete | exper; 
when a police officer or a railroad employee rejects the | consic 
explanation proffered for an otherwise innocent act? | tract 1 
Or, worse still, is the adequacy of the explanation to} would 
await determination at a trial, with all the intervening | memt 
trouble, annoyance and expense to the defendant?” — | probe 


Emanuel Redfield represented Bell for the NYCLU. | lack o 


LEYRA: Petition for rehearing in the case of Camilio| pj... 

Weston Leyra, reported in the November 
issue of Civil Liberties in New York, has been denied 
by the Court of Appeals. Osmond K. Fraenkel, repre- 
senting Leyra for the NYCLU, states that application is 
being made to the United States Supreme Court for a 
writ of certiorari. 
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*The Loitering Law provides: “Any person who loiters about any 
toilet, station or station platform of a subway or elevated railway or of 
a railroad, or who is found sleeping therein or thereon and who is 
_ to give satisfactory explanation of his presence is guilty of an 
offense.” 
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you said it... 
Dear Editor: 
Why hasn’t NYCLU membership increased as fast 
as that of other ACLU chapters? 


One reason may be that in smaller cities members 
can participate more actively by meeting and working 
together on specific community issues where they often 
see practical results from their labors. 

In New York, however, there is little or no oppor- 
tunity for individual members to feel an immediate 


_ part of NYCLU’s work, other than attending one or two 
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forums. Many people, I am sure, genuinely want to do 
more than just give financial support. 

Surely there are problems in which we can help and 
where our assistance—moral and physical as well as 
financial—can be used effectively and meaningfully in 
attacking civil liberties problems. Perhaps we could 


| organize small groups or committees: 


1. on a geographic basis, like the Queens Chapter; 

2. on specific interests, such as freedom of speech, 
free press, censorship, loyalty investigations of 
municipal employees, etc.; 

3. on techniques, such as program, public forums, re- 
search, publicity, publications, etc. 


I realize that financial needs and inadequate staff 
probably have prevented this expansion. But couldn’t 
we start preliminary discussions among interested mem- 
bers to explore ways in which we might embark at least 
on a limited program in this direction? 

I think that such a program, utilizing our members’ 
experience, knowledge and skills (which no doubt are 
considerable) would stimulate increased interest and at- 
tract new members more readily. Further, we ourselves 
would derive a greater degree of satisfaction from our 
membership and we also might be able to tackle new 
problems which heretofore could not be met because of 


lack of staff and funds. §=-__pyyp pen J. MARTINSON 
New York City 


Editor's Note: This is a subject which has been of real 
concern to us for some time. Our problem has been how 
best to utilize the services of many members who want 
to work actively with us in our program which consists 
largely of litigation, legislation affecting civil liberties, 
negotiations with governmental administrators, public 
Statements, and education generally about civil liber- 
ties. We would welcome suggestions for effective par- 
cipitation in some of the above activities. If there is a 
real interest in such participation, it may be possible to 
arrange a meeting to explore the idea further. 


KENNETH CLARK AND WIFE HONORED 


NYCLU Board member Dr. Kenneth B. Clark and 
his wife, Dr. Mamie Clark, have been honored by the 
R. J. Schaefer Achievement Award Committee for their 
outstanding contribution to the field of child mental 
hygiene. For their services in developing the only clinic 
offering psychiatric treatment and social services on a 
full-time basis to emotionally disturbed children in a 
populous area of upper Manhattan (from the Hudson 
River to the East River between 96th and 165th Streets), 
a $500 award was made to the Northside Center for 
Child Development. Dr. and Mrs. Clark are Assistant 
Director and Director, respectively, of the Center. 





NYCLU Membership Growing .. . 
. . - Are YOU Doing Your Part? 


Two hundred and thirty new members joined 
the NYCLU-ACLU in November, 1953, repre- 
senting an increase of 100% over November, 
1952. This is heartening news, but we will need 
your help to make certain that it continues in 
the future. We urge all NYCLU members, there- 
fore, to participate actively in the recruitment of 
new members, and we suggest that a good way to 
encourage membership is to invite your friends to 
attend the NYCLU’s annual luncheon and con- 
ference on February 6 so that they may get ac- 
quainted with the Union. 

The membership form below is for your con- 
venience. Please use it to enroll a friend. A phone 
call or a note will bring you additional promo- 
tional materials. 











NYCLU-ACLU members of the following classifications receive 
CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK bi-monthy from the NYCLU, and, 
from the national ACLU, Civil Liberties once a month and the Union’s 
160-page report on U.S. liberties for 1951-1953, “We Hold These 
Truths: Freedom—Justice—Equality.” They are entitled to single copies 
of some 25 ACLU pamphlets on request: Participating Member, $100; 
Cooperating Member, $50; Sustaining Member, $25; Supporting Mem- 
ber, $10; Contributing Member, $5. Associate Members at $2 receive 
CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK, Civil Liberties, and the 1951-1953 
Report. 

By joining the national ACLU, New Yorkers automatically become 
members of the New York Civil Liberties Union, which receives 25% 
of the ACLU’s Greater New York income. 

(Please make checks payable to the ACLU) 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 


Please enroll me as a NEW MEMBER of the ACLU. 


Here is my $ membership contribution. 


NAME ssiedssnbdesiseindapisioooxe 
(please print) 

REMIND 3 seca gaassiisicssscrsnbdastaborennieemanneeiedel 

CITY ZONE . STATE 

OCCUPATION 
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Queens Chapter News 











Report on Anti-Censorship Campaign 


A brief report on the current efforts to censor Queens 
newsdealers and on Chapter activities in opposition to 
such efforts was presented at the NYCLU’s Novem- 
ber 30 meeting on book censorship. 


Two or three issues of the list of “Publications Dis- 
approved” have been examined. They cover comics 
(there is also a list of approved comics), paperbacks, 
and magazines. Among the paperbacks disapproved are 
such well received novels as Forever Amber and Knock 
on Any Door, Huxley’s Antic Ray, O’'Hara’s A Rage 
to Live, Caldwell’s God’s Little Acre and Tobacco Road, 
Faulkner’s Sanctuary and Soldier’s Pay, and Jones’ From 
Here to Eternity. 


Reports on only 35 interviews had been received at 
this writing, and consequently conclusions reached are 
tentative: Of the 35 interviewees, only seven had been 
approached by a representative of the Community Com- 
mittee for Decent Literature. Of the seven, six were in 
Flushing, one in Bayside. One Jamaica dealer said he 
had been approached when he had a store in Flushing. 
Five of the seven are cooperating, although with some 
cooperation is apparently only theoretical (only two or 
three display the sticker). Two Chapter members living 
in Flushing said that dealers seemed to be afraid to talk 
with them. It seems likely that Flushing is being cov- 
ered fairly thoroughly but that the Committee is not at 
present active elsewhere. 


More Information Needed 


More information is clearly needed, especially from 
the Flushing area. The Executive Committee is also 
eager to receive suggestions on effective ways to proceed. 


It cannot too often be emphasized that our objection 


is not to any particular church or group, but to amy} © 


group which sets itself up as a censor for the whole 
community: Not to efforts to improve the reading mat- 
ter of the young, but to the dangerous method here 
employed in the effort. 


Call for Letters-to-the-Editor 


One effective means of advancing the anti-censorship 
campaign is to write letters to the editors of the Long 


Island Star-Journal and Press. One written last summer} ® 


by the chairman evoked several answers from advocates 
of censorship. Our team should be heard from again— 
and often. 


Lenz Speech Stimulates Membership 


On December 7 Professor Harold Lenz, well known 
member of the Chapter and Board member of the na- 
tional ACLU’s Academic Freedom Committee, addressed 
the Hollis Hills Chapter of Hadassah on “Who are the 
Book Burners?”, and, without consciously trying to 
proselytize, inspired an enthusiastic member of the au- 
dience to urge from the floor that all present join the 
ACLU. The suggestion was well received. 


Membership Drive Going into High Gear 


In November, 25 Queens residents joined the ACLU 
(and thus the Chapter) in the early stages of the na- 
tional campaign. If the Chapter membership pushes 
hard enough we can do even better in the coming 
months. Queens is growing fast in both population and 
political awareness. 


For a start, the various members of the General Com- 
mittee are sending out some 150 invitations, complete 
with letter, application form and promotional material, 
and at least one other member has sent for 20 member- 
ship packets. 

—ELEANOR M. SICKELS, Chairman 
140-30 Sanford Avenue 
Flushing 55, N.Y. (FLushing 3-5325 ) 
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